
 
 
                                                                                
 
To:  City Executive Board     
 
Date:  12 January 2011        Item No:   4
  
Report of:   Value and Performance Scrutiny Committee  
 
Title of Report:  Results of call-in debate on: 
 

• Revised tariffs at city centre and suburban car parks  
• New car park charges at some parks     

 
 

Summary and Recommendations 
 
Purpose of report: To present the conclusions of call-in debates   
          
Key decision? No 
 
Scrutiny Chair: Councillor Stephen Brown 
Executive lead member: Councillor Colin Cook 
  

 
Recommendation 1 
 
To revise the tariff proposed for St. Leonard’s and Headington car 
parks in the bands 0 to 1 hour and 1 to 2 hours to: 

• 0 to 2 hours  - £1.20 
• A fixed charge of £1.20 

 
Recommendation 2  
 
In September/October to review the effects of tariff changes at all 
suburban car parks considering: 

• Usage 
• Income generation 
• The operation of concessions 
• Business advantage and disadvantage 
• Effects on residents and local groups 

To report this to both City Executive Board and the Value and 
Performance Scrutiny Committee  
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Recommendation 3 
 
That the results of local consultation and the proposals for charge 
levying in parks are presented to the Value and Performance Scrutiny 
Committee before implementation  

 
Introduction 
 

1. The Value and Performance Scrutiny Committee met on the 10 
January to consider 2 decisions of the 8 December City Executive 
Board which had been called in: 

 
• Revised tariffs at city centre and suburban car parks  
• New car park charges at some parks     

 
This report represents the results of both debates 
  
2. The reasons given for call in were as follows: 

 
City Centre and Suburban Car Park Tariffs 
 

• That the proposals disproportionately affect the users of the 
Headington District Centre in that proposed weekday charges 
will be increased by up to 100% (£1.50 to £3.00 for 2-3 hours) 
and also by the change from fixed tariff to weekday tariff for 
Sundays. This increase is highlighted in the officer’s report as 
“significant” 

 
• That the proposals do not sufficiently take into account local 

choice because of the proposal to rescind delegation to area 
committees from CEB. This is a retrograde step back from local 
decision-making, In principle relevant and specific factors 
considered by the Area Committees in response to public 
comments in setting tariffs have included: 
- The need to deter commuters from using up parking space for 
shoppers 
- The encouragement of shorter stay parking so that shoppers 
will be able to afford to visit restaurants and local shops as well 
as fetch and carry grocery shopping in order to boost trade in 
the district centres 

 
• To examine cases where there are specific proposals to include 

Sundays and extended weekday hours within weekday tariffs to 
take into account local comments and concerns re: 

- Access to leisure centres, community halls and places of 
worship in Summertown and Headington District Centres 

 
 New Charges for Parking in some Parks 
 

2



• The lack of consultation with Oxford residents affected by these 
changes. 

 
• The effect on other income streams on which the council and its 

partners depend of the likely reduction in use of some parks, in 
particular Cutteslowe Park. 

 
• The health impacts on users of Port Meadow and other parks 

resulting from the likely reduction in general recreation. 
 

• The likely knock-on effects in terms of uncontrolled parking in 
other areas, for example in Binsey Village as a result of the 
charges in the Port Meadow Walton Well Rd car park. 

 
• Who will qualify for concessionary or free parking, and how this 

will be administered by the council? For example, whether 
allotment holders at Cripley Meadow will qualify for free parking 
in the Port Meadow Walton Well car park, and how this will be 
co-ordinated with the Allotment Association 

 
Conclusions and recommendations of the Scrutiny Committee 
 

3. Suburban and City Centre Tariff Change 
The scrutiny committee heard evidence and representations from: 
 

• Local Councillors 
• The Area Committee 
• A representative of the local business community 
• The Board Member and officers responsible for the decision 

 
This detail is available on request 
 

4. There was a general acceptance that income from car parks needed to 
be stabilised and maximised and with this in mind a proposal from a 
local member was considered and adjusted through debate to form a 
recommendation to the City Executive Bard for consideration.  This is 
presented below but it is believed by the committee to: 

• Meet the income target required by the City Executive Board 
• Address the concerns of local members and local businesses 

 
Recommendation 1 
 
To revise the tariff proposed for St. Leonard’s and Headington car 
parks in the bands 0 to 1 hour and 1 to 2 hours to: 

• 0 to 2 hours  - £1.20 
• A fixed charge of £1.20 

 
Recommendation 2  
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In September/October to review the effects of tariff changes at all 
suburban car parks considering: 

• Usage 
• Income generation 
• The operation of concessions 
• Business advantage and disadvantage 
• Effects on residents and local groups 

To report this to both City Executive Board and the Value and 
Performance Scrutiny Committee  
 
5. New Charges for parking in some Parks 

 
6. The scrutiny Committee heard representations and evidence from: 

 
• The Secretary of the Harboard Road residents association 
• The Summertown Stars Football club (largest organisational user 

of  Cutteslowe Park 
• A resident of Haywood Road 
• Local Councillors 
• The Board Member and officers responsible for the decision 

  
7. On a majority vote there was acceptance that charges should be made 

in selected parks but the committee on the basis of consensus did 
agree (after hearing evidence from Cutteslowe in particular) that local 
circumstances should be taken into account when deciding how these 
charges should be levied.  

 
8. The Board Member reassured the committee that consultation with 

residents and local groups on charge levying would take place in the 
21 day consultation period of the Traffic Order.  On this basis the 
scrutiny committee decided not to refer the decision back to the City 
Executive Board for reconsideration 

 
Recommendation 3 
That the results of local consultation and the proposals for charge 
levying in parks are presented to the Value and Performance Scrutiny 
Committee before implementation  

 
Name and contact details of author:- 
Pat Jones on behalf of the Value and Performance Scrutiny Committee 
Law and Governance  
Tel:  01865 252191 
e-mail:  phjones@oxford.gov.uk  
 
List of background papers: 
 
Evidence and representations made to the Value and Performance 
Scrutiny Committee on the 10 January 2010 
    
Version number: 1 
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Car Park: Headington No. Spaces: 128

Parking Tariff Tariff No. Income Tariff Proj. No. Income Proj
Hours Incl Vat Excl Vat Custs Change Custs Change Income

£ £ £ £ £ £

Fixed 0.60 0.51 3,342 1,707 0.50 3,342 1,393 3,378
0‐1 0.60 0.51 132,894 67,861 0.50 132,894 55,373 134,308
1‐2 0.80 0.68 72,860 49,607 0.30 72,860 18,215 71,465
2‐3 1.50 1.28 23,414 29,890 1.50 23,414 29,268 65,011
3‐4 4.50 3.83 1,800 6,894 0.50 1,800 750 7,794
4‐24 11.50 9.79 1,276 12,489 1.00 1,276 1,063 13,765

168,446 106,061 295,719

Car Park: Union Street No. Spaces: 96

Parking Tariff Tariff No. Income Tariff Proj. No. Income Proj
Hours Incl Vat Excl Vat Custs Change Custs Change Income

£ £ £ £ £ £

Fixed 0.80 0.68 7,706 5,247 0.30 7,706 1,927 7,558
0‐1 0.80 0.68 55,042 37,475 0.30 55,042 13,761 53,988
1‐2 1.10 0.94 33,130 31,015 0.10 33,130 2,761 34,328
2‐3 2.30 1.96 7,620 14,916 0.70 7,620 4,445 20,250
3‐4 2.90 2.47 6,804 16,793 1.10 6,804 6,237 24,277
4‐6 4.60 3.91 2,548 9,975 ‐0.10 2,548 ‐212 9,720
6‐8 6.90 5.87 1,152 6,765 5.60 1,152 5,376 13,216
8‐24 11.50 9.79 200 1,957 1.00 200 167 2,157

124,143 34,460 165,496

Car Park: Ferry Centre No. Spaces: 125

Parking Tariff Tariff No. Income Tariff Proj. No. Income Proj
Hours Incl Vat Excl Vat Custs Change Custs Change Income

£ £ £ £ £ £

Fixed 1.00 0.85 15,250 12,979 0.10 15,250 1,271 14,504
0‐1 0.80 0.68 40,812 27,787 0.30 40,812 10,203 40,030
1‐2 1.30 1.11 35,562 39,345 ‐0.20 35,562 ‐5,927 32,233
2‐3 2.50 2.13 4,306 9,162 0.50 4,306 1,794 11,315
3‐4 4.00 3.40 1,368 4,657 1.00 1,368 1,140 6,025
4‐24 12.00 10.21 105 1,067 0.50 105 44 1,119

94,997 8,525 105,226

Car Park: Summertown No. Spaces: 115

Parking Tariff Tariff No. Income Tariff Proj. No. Income Proj
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Hours Incl Vat Excl Vat Custs Change Custs Change Income
£ £ £ £ £ £

Fixed 1.00 0.85 17,400 14,809 0.10 17,400 1,450 16,549
0‐1 0.80 0.68 95,966 65,339 0.30 95,966 23,992 94,128
1‐2 1.30 1.11 70,118 77,577 ‐0.20 70,118 ‐11,686 63,554
2‐3 2.50 2.13 14,586 31,034 0.50 14,586 6,078 38,327
3‐4 4.00 3.40 5,488 18,683 1.00 5,488 4,573 24,171
4‐24 12.00 10.21 2,140 21,855 0.50 2,140 892 22,925

229,296 25,298 259,654
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Car Park: Headington No. Spaces: 128

Parking Tariff Tariff No. Income Tariff Proj. No. Income Proj
Hours Incl Vat Excl Vat Custs Change Custs Change Income

£ £ £ £ £ £

Fixed 0.60 0.51 3,342 1,707 0.60 3,342 1,671 3,712
0‐1 0.60 0.51 132,894 67,861 0.60 132,894 66,447 147,597
1‐2 0.80 0.68 72,860 49,607 0.40 72,860 24,287 78,751
2‐3 1.50 1.28 23,414 29,890 1.50 23,414 29,268 65,011
3‐4 4.50 3.83 1,800 6,894 0.50 1,800 750 7,794
4‐24 11.50 9.79 1,276 12,489 1.00 1,276 1,063 13,765

168,446 123,486 316,629

Car Park: Union Street No. Spaces: 96

Parking Tariff Tariff No. Income Tariff Proj. No. Income Proj
Hours Incl Vat Excl Vat Custs Change Custs Change Income

£ £ £ £ £ £

Fixed 0.80 0.68 7,706 5,247 0.40 7,706 2,569 8,329
0‐1 0.80 0.68 55,042 37,475 0.40 55,042 18,347 59,492
1‐2 1.10 0.94 33,130 31,015 0.10 33,130 2,761 34,328
2‐3 2.30 1.96 7,620 14,916 0.70 7,620 4,445 20,250
3‐4 2.90 2.47 6,804 16,793 1.10 6,804 6,237 24,277
4‐6 4.60 3.91 2,548 9,975 ‐0.10 2,548 ‐212 9,720
6‐8 6.90 5.87 1,152 6,765 5.60 1,152 5,376 13,216
8‐24 11.50 9.79 200 1,957 1.00 200 167 2,157

124,143 39,689 171,770

Car Park: Ferry Centre No. Spaces: 125

Parking Tariff Tariff No. Income Tariff Proj. No. Income Proj
Hours Incl Vat Excl Vat Custs Change Custs Change Income

£ £ £ £ £ £

Fixed 1.00 0.85 15,250 12,979 1.20 15,250 15,250 31,279
0‐1 0.80 0.68 40,812 27,787 0.40 40,812 13,604 44,112
1‐2 1.30 1.11 35,562 39,345 ‐0.10 35,562 ‐2,964 35,789
2‐3 2.50 2.13 4,306 9,162 0.50 4,306 1,794 11,315
3‐4 4.00 3.40 1,368 4,657 1.00 1,368 1,140 6,025
4‐24 12.00 10.21 105 1,067 0.50 105 44 1,119

94,997 28,868 129,639

Car Park: Summertown No. Spaces: 115
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Parking Tariff Tariff No. Income Tariff Proj. No. Income Proj
Hours Incl Vat Excl Vat Custs Change Custs Change Income

£ £ £ £ £ £

Fixed 1.00 0.85 17,400 14,809 0.20 17,400 2,900 18,289
0‐1 0.80 0.68 95,966 65,339 0.40 95,966 31,989 103,725
1‐2 1.30 1.11 70,118 77,577 ‐0.10 70,118 ‐5,843 70,566
2‐3 2.50 2.13 14,586 31,034 0.50 14,586 6,078 38,327
3‐4 4.00 3.40 5,488 18,683 1.00 5,488 4,573 24,171
4‐24 12.00 10.21 2,140 21,855 0.50 2,140 892 22,925

229,296 40,588 278,002
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